
Navigating Your First 3D Printing 

Adventure: A Guide for Individuals 

If you’re looking to bring a personal 

project to life through 3D printing—

perhaps a unique gift, a custom piece 

of art, or even a miniature for your 

favourite tabletop game—navigating 

the process can be as exciting as it is 

daunting. This guide is tailored 

specifically for individuals who are 

approaching a 3D printing service for 

perhaps just a single print Here's how 

you can ensure that your one-off 

project turns out just the way you 

envision it. 

1. Start with a Clear Vision 

Why it’s crucial: Knowing exactly what you want from your 3D print is the first step 

towards a successful project. Whether it's a detailed figure, a piece of jewellery, or a 

custom gadget part, a clear vision will help communicate your needs effectively. 

How to do it: Sketch your idea or find similar examples online. The more visual 

references you can provide, the easier it will be for the service provider to 

understand your vision. 

2. Learn a Little About 3D Printing 

Why it’s crucial: Understanding the basics of 3D printing will help you make 

informed decisions about your project, such as choosing the right material and 

technology (like PLA for figures or resin for intricate details). 

How to do it: Spend a little time reading up on different 3D printing technologies. 

Websites like Thingiverse or Shapeways offer great introductions and community 

advice. 

3. Choose the Right Material 



Why it’s crucial: The material affects not just the look and feel of your finished 

product, but its functionality and durability too. 

How to do it: Ask the printing service for advice on materials that best suit your 

project. For detailed figures, materials like ABS or resin are popular choices due to 

their fine detailing capabilities. 

4. Find a Reputable 3D Printing Service 

Why it’s crucial: Quality varies significantly between services, and for a personal 

project, you want the best possible outcome. 

How to do it: Look for online reviews and ratings of local 3D printing services. 

Platforms like Yelp or Google Reviews can provide insights into other customers’ 

experiences. 

5. Get a Preview Before Printing 

Why it’s crucial: A preview or a 3D model of your project lets you make tweaks 

before the final print, ensuring it meets your expectations. 

How to do it: Ask if the service can provide a digital preview or a 3D render of your 

design. This step is crucial for avoiding misunderstandings and disappointments. 

6. Discuss the Timeline 

Why it’s crucial: Depending on the complexity of your project, printing can take 

anywhere from a few hours to several days. 

How to do it: Communicate your timeline expectations early. Make sure they can 

deliver within your needed timeframe, especially if the print is intended as a gift. 

7. Understand the Costs 

Why it’s crucial: Knowing all the costs upfront helps manage your budget and 

avoids any surprise fees. 

How to do it: Request a detailed breakdown of costs, including any charges for 

design adjustments or post-processing like painting or assembly. 

8. Consider Post-Processing Needs 



Why it’s crucial: Many 3D prints require some degree of cleaning, sanding, or 

painting after they come off the printer to achieve a polished look. 

How to do it: Ask the service what post-processing they offer and what is 

recommended for the type of material and detail your project involves. 

9. Ask About Packaging and Delivery 

Why it’s crucial: Proper packaging is essential to protect your print during transport, 

especially if it’s intricate or delicate. 

How to do it: Inquire about how the product will be packaged and what shipping 

options are available if you are not picking it up in person. 

10. Prepare for the Possibility of Redos 

Why it’s crucial: Sometimes, even with all the planning, the final print might not 

turn out as expected. Being prepared for this possibility will help manage your 

expectations. 

How to do it: Discuss with the service what happens if the print does not meet your 

specifications. Some services might offer a redo at a reduced cost or even for free. 

Conclusion 

Approaching a 3D printing service as an individual for a single project can be a 

rewarding journey. By being informed and prepared, you can ensure that your 

unique print is realized just the way you imagined it. So go ahead and bring your 

ideas to life with the magic of 3D printing! 

 

If you have any questions or need a free consultation, please contact us. 

 


